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In kindergarten, my classmates and I drew 

pictures on wide paper that had lines at the 
bottom where the teacher wrote down 
stories we dictated.  I remember working on 
a story about a house full of people and a 
witch, and when I shared it with the class, a 
boy shouted, "Because the witch ate 
everybody!"  That wasn't what I had 
intended at all, but I realized then that 
creating my story was only the beginning of 
the process.  The exciting part is after 
readers get involved, and they bring in their 
own thoughts and experiences.  

 
 
I grew up near Baltimore, Maryland, in a suburb a lot like the fictional Maple Heights in Ethan, 
Suspended.  When I was in middle school, the community experienced its first influx of Soviet Jewish 
immigrants, and this provided the inspiration for some of the challenges faced by Alex Krashevksy in 
the novel. 
 
After college in Philadelphia and a year of AmeriCorps service in western Maryland, I taught seventh 
and eighth grade English in Washington, D.C. Although the school could not afford soap and paper 
towels for the restrooms, the school community valued education deeply, and this school, like the 
one Ethan attends, had a strong music program that gave kids some wonderful opportunities. 
 
I still live in Washington, D.C. with my husband, Eric, and our daughter, Talia. During Talia's first 
two years, I wrote during her naptimes and whenever I could trade babysitting with another mom 
who is also a writer. Now that Talia is starting preschool, I'm starting to have longer, uninterrupted 
stretches to write — which is affecting my writing qualitatively as well as quantitatively. I'm looking 
forward to whatever surprises the next stages of writing and parenting both have in store. 
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 Pamela Ehrenberg is  available for school and library visit s ,  book signings,  and 

other presentations on topics  including the writing process ,  goal setting, and 
more.  For additional information, please visit  her website:  

www.pamelaehrenberg.com . 


